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INTERVIEWEE 
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Uni fledeecnool District. 
Active member of Florin Japanese American Citizens 
League [JACL] since 1936. 
Graduated from CSUS [Sacramento State College]. 
Elementary Credentials. 
Interested in Florin History. 
Exhibiting--educating and preserving through the Oral 
History Program. 


INTERVIEW TIME AND PLACE 
May 24, 1989 
Sacramento Japanese Methodist Church chapel 
(Before Tanoshimikai lunch) 
Franklin Boulevard Senior Citizen Nutrition site 
Sacramento, California 


TRANSCRIBING AND TRANSLATOR 
Translated and transcribed by Patricia Namba. Word 
processed and formatted by Heidi Sakazaki. 


TAPE AND INTERVIEW RECORDS 
Copies of; bound transcripteyand the tape will be held 
by Florin Japanese American Citizen League and in the 
University Archives at the Library, California State 
University, Sacramento, 6000 J Street, Sacramento, 
Cals tora S56i9. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


During the war, Dr. Masayoshi Ito served as a doctor at 
Arboga Assembly Center in Marysville and Tule Lake 
Internment Camp, but was ordered to move to another camp, 
Minidoka, Idaho, where there was a shortage of doctors at 
nineteen dollars ($19.00) per month. Later he decided he 
needed to earn more to care for his large family of six. 


He relocated to work in a hospital at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
and then at St. Joseph Hospital in Joliet, Illinois. He 
left his family at Minidoka camp. 


He returned to Florin in 1945, but was shocked their house 
was occupied and renters were not ready to move out. With 
two children, Kenneth and Elaine, his wife Shizuko and her 
two elderly parents, Genjiro and Yone Usami, they were 
crammed into the cold backstage of the community hall, and 
facilities were inadequate. It was miserable cooking on a 
kerosene stove. The washroom facilities were non-existent -- 
just a dirt house. It was a devastating experience after 
being away for three-and-a-half years in internment camp! A 
very sad time. 


Kenneth married Midori Hoshiko. He is a dental technician, 
and Midori teaches school in the Sacramento city school 
system. They have two children, John, fifteen, and Suzanne, 
thirteen. Elaine graduated from the University of 
California at Berkeley majoring in Home Economics and tried 
running a coffee “Bean Shop.” Now she is a homemaker living 
i San uP Fanc.eco ;: 


The greatest joyous family experience--their best memory for 
Dr. and Mrs. Ito--was when the entire family took a trip to 
Japan in 1968. It was a heart-warming, proud time of 
returning to their roots, and sharing them with their own 
children. 


Mrs. Ito became a leader in the Florin Buddhist Fujin-kai. 
It was then they first started the Obon Festival and Bazaar 
in 1970. It has become a big annual fund raiser and 
Continues to this day,. 1995. 


il 


Though Dr. Masayoshi Ito had always been a staunch Methodist 
actively supporting his church, Mre. Shizuko Ito very 
faithfully supported the Florin Buddhist Church activities. 


So finally, Dr. and Mrs. Ito decided to donate the long lot 
behind their house which had extended to McNie Road. He had 
once dreamed of establishing a senior convalescent home. 

The time did not seem ripe then. He decided to donate it to 
the Florin Buddhist Church. They needed the space for a new 
attractive temple and multi-purpose room. 


Together with the YBA (Young Buddhist Association) this has 
become a popular much-used community center for the Asians 
in the Florin and South Sacramento areas. Florin JACL 
(Japanese-American Citizens League) has continued to rent 
the facilities, and it remains the only cherished center 
Florin has still active since before the war. 


Mrs. Shizuko Ito, a quiet, devoted wife to a busy, important 
doctor of Sacramento and Florin, served as the key to caring 
for her aged parents and raising her two children, and 
assisting her husband as a receptionist at their home in the 
evenings when Dr. Ito opened his clinic for the busy Florin 
rural people. Her generous devotion to her family and 
Buddhist Church and community has left a memorable legacy. 

I was glad I saw her enjoy her last years in Sacramento and 
South Tanoshimi-kai (Senior Nutrition Center). 
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[Begin Tape 1, 
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[SILENCE] 
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Side A] 

I would like to interview Mrs. Grace Ito to 
have, a record for our-oral Mmistory “project. 

I would like to check to see how my voice is- 


---Crash! Bang!! \Sputter!----(tape is out). 


is Snizu alt Lagat? 


Yes. 


Shizu is fine. It was Shizuko when you were 


born. 

In my obituary when I die, it would not do to 
have me seem too young. [LAUGHTER] I am 
eighty-six years old now. 

You are eighty-six? Oh, gee! You are so 
healthy! 

Not really. 

You have never been ill? 

No, not:-cloe: often. 

You look so energetic! Honestly, your body 


is so erect. You walk just normal. That is 
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wonderful! [CHUCKLES]. Good. Your mother 
and father both lived to a ripe old age? 
Yes, that is correct. He was eighty-four at 


the time of his passing. 


Yes, your father. What was your father’s 
name? 

Genjiro. 

Genjiro. And the last name was? 

Usami. 

Usami. Okay, and he passed away at age 


eighty-four? 

Les. 

My! And your mother’s name? 

Yone. 

Yone. And how old was she? 

Eighty-four. 

Also eighty-four. Oh! [CHUCKLES] That’s 
wonderful! I remember her. She was always 
smiling and so gracious. A very sweet 
person. I knew your mother more than your 
father... He d2zdn’t talk coo much, did: he, 
your father? 

No, he did not. 

Oh, is that so? Perhaps it was because I did 
not go visit with them often. [CHUCKLES] 


That’s good. Now, let’s see, Shizuko-san, 


what year did you come from Japan? 
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1908. 

1909? How old were you at that time? 

I was five years old. 

At age five, do you remember anything from 
that time? Can you recall and tell us 
something? Also, whatever you remember 
hearing from your mother and father about 
Japan? 

What kind of things? 

Do you remember anything such as the time 
when you were coming from Japan? At age 
five, you may not recall very much. 

When I came to America, my father was already 
here. 

Oh! He was here already? 

Yes. My mother and I came in 1909 when I was 
five years old. 

What was your father doing, and where was he 
in America? 

Long ago in America, father was ona 
battleship. He was a cook. 

Oh yeah? Is that so? A cook. On a Japanese 
warship? 

No. A cook on an American battleship. 

Oh, the Navy or something? A Navy chef? And 


he went here and there and everywhere? 


Yes, that is correct. 
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My! That must have been a lot of fun for 


someone in his younger days. 


Yes, a young person is adventurous and wants 


to try anything risky. 
Oh, 16s that so? Then from the time he wae 


young, he traveled a lot. 


ves, that’ is eorrect.  Pather traveled a ‘iot. 


Then he later decided to settle in America? 
Yes, he got off the boat in New York. 

New York? And then? Do you remember any 
more about the stories you heard from your 
father, about what they did? 

I heard they stayed in New York at Dr. 


Takami’s place. He did not work there, but 


just stayed there. At that time he was not a 


Qoetor yer, Just going to school... They were 


close as brothers. 

After that, father came to California and 
called the rest of you? 

Yes, that is correct. We came to San 
Francisco. 

Do you recall anything-about that Cime? 
At that time when we came from Japan we 
stayed at a boarding house. Then in 1915, 
father found a hotel on Post Street and 
decided to run the Mikado Hotel. 


What? 
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Mikado Hotel. 

Oh, yeah? 

At the present time it is in Japan Center. 
It 1s just across the street from Kobayama 
Seed [INAUDIBLE]. 

You know, I was born in 1915, and where the 
Japan Center garage is now located, there was 
a Capitol Laundry. I was born there. 

Oh, Te Enat soe 

The boarding house was Mikado Hotel? 

That was not a boarding house, but we stayed 
at the hotel in 1915. He stated that he did 
not have any money, but that is the way he 
got started. We stayed for a long time at 
the hotel. When I graduated from high 
school, we were still there. 

From high school? 

I graduated from Girls High School. 

What year was that? 

I Chink <1t.wWas 1922. 'The Girls High School 
is not there any longer. It was on Geary 
Screct. 

Which high school did you attend? 

Lt was'a giris high school... San’ Franciscso 
Girls High Senool . 


Then you must know San Francisco very well 


Since you grew up there. 
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Yes, that is so. The Florin people are very 


surprised that I am here--a city girl in the 
Country. 

Florin is such a real country. What year did 
you come to Florin? 

Elaine was born in October of 1940. We came 
to Flomin gn wel ofv ioe): 

In 1940 Elaine was born, and in 1941 you came 
Ea, Fiori ne Okey: 

Kenneth was born in Los Angeles. 

Los Angeles? You were in Los Angeles too? 

We went to Los Angeles, and doctor went to 
school there. 

Oh, I see. 

That is why I stayed with my father. 

Oh, he went to school in Los Angeles? 

Yes, he graduated from University of Southern 
Caliiormia. 

Then your father quit the San Francisco hotel 
business and returned to Japan. What year 
was that? 

That was after I graduated from high school. 
About two or three years later. 1927? 

Your father and the whole family returned to 
Japan? 

Yes, yes. Myself and my mother too. It 


seems mother wanted to teach me more about 
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Japan so that is why we decided to return to 
Japan. 

Where did you go to in Japan? 

It was Nagoya. Aichi-ken, Nagoya. 

It was good then that you returned to Japan 
when you were old enough to remember. 

Yes, it was very fortunate. 

What kind of recollections do you have of any 
good and happy memories? 

Happy memories? I did not do or learn very 
much in America, so back in Japan, I learned 
to sew, Japanese sewing, and flower 
arranging. I also went to calligraphy 
classes. 

Calligraphy classes, sewing, and flower 
arranging. What were you happiest doing at 
that time? 

At that time, I enjoyed flower arranging. 
Your father and mother--what were they doing 
in the home? 

They were not doing anything. They were 
relaxed and leisurely enjoying themselves. 
How wonderful! Then they had their own home 
in Japan? 

No, they did not have a home, but there was a 


vacant rental house close by my older 


brother’s place so we went there. We were 
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lucky to have that house. We had many 
relatives in Nagoya. 

Oh, I see. So how long did you remain in 
Japan? 

Approximately three years. 

OR, Le ehat so? oS0° veur father scold his 
hotel business and made a profit and returned 
to Japan. 


No, I cannot say that he made money, but 


mother said, “Let’s go back to Japan,” so 


that is the reason we returned to Japan. 

So the family made the decision to go back to 
Japan. 

Yes, that is correct. 

How admirable! 

But, father did not like Japan too much since 
there was nothing to do, so we came back to 
America. 

He was still very young, wasn’t he? 

No,” ne waar’ t thee young, .Dut he cot, tired of 
doing nothing. He had no friends. That is 
why father came ahead of us, back to America. 
The second time, father came to Los Angeles. 
So, at that time he came to Los Angeles? 

Yes, yes. 


In Los Angeles, what did he do? 


Dig De 
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My father--called grandfather for he was 
“grandpa” to their children--was formerly on 
a battleship and worked as a cook, so he 
worked for a Caucasian family in Pasadena as 


a cook. 


So many, many Issei people did work in those 
occupations. 

Yes, my father worked in many white folks' 
homes as a cook and did the ironing. 

Then the rest of you came to America from 
Japan? 

Then after father came, the rest of us had 
nNoOthing Lorde. “Let's go to America...” so we 
all came back. 

Then, after that? 

On father’s day off, he often visited some 
friends who had a hotel on Broadway. The 
owner was a good friend, and when we had the 
Mikako Hotel in San Francisco he helped us a 
lot, and would drop in on his way home from 
school for a drink of tea occasionally. He 
had bought this hotel in Los Angeles. He had 
two grown children out of the home, but the 
youngest was still very small. He got blood 
poisoning and during the night he passed 
away. It was so sad. 


Is that so? 
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Father always visited with them on his “off 
dave.” ~ FUsami=san,;. vou used to mins hotel 
in San Francisco so would you please take 
over this hotel?” My younger sister was 
raising a child and it would be difficult. 
The younger brother was coming to help, but 
the younger brother also had his own family. 
They discussed every aspect but he declined 
regretfully because being alone, he said he 
could not do very much. Then, he heard that 
we would be coming back shortly, from Japan, 
so he did agree to take over the hotel. 

Oh, he did take over this hotel in Los 
Angeles. What was the name of the hotel? 
Broadway. 

Oh "26 ibhat ee. 

After béing in Japam Lor tnres wears, "26-045 
'27, (?) --1930--just when we were at the 
bottom of the depression. 

I remember when I graduated from grammar 
school; it truly*was a, bad tame. 

Dr. ITO went to school at the very worst of 
time. We got married in 1933. 

Then you met Dr. ITO in Los Angeles? 

Yes. He entered University of Southern 
California. 


You knew him at [INAUDIBLE]. 
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No; Chat 23. not so, [CHUCKLES] I. am ‘from 
Aichi-ken, and so was Dr. ITO. Our relatives 
Said, “Osamu-san, run a hotel. Will you go 
over and bring the packages sent over from 
Japan.” [INAUDIBLE] As there are no 
dormitories at USC, he (ITO) stayed with us 
in our hotel. [Voice soft and muffled] 

~Ou Got-mMarried, 2n.19397 

1933. It was a bad time. Banks were 
chosing. 

It was really a bad time, wasn’t it? 

We got married on August 8, 1933. He entered 
school in September. He said he would go 
[to] any place where they would accept him. 
He was Japanese and could not be choosy. He 
entered Loyola to intern for three years. 

He graduated from University of Southern 
California and the went on to medical school 
at Loyola. 

It was the University of Southern California. 
Southern California. Okay. How many years 
oid [it] take to finish. Loyota? 

Three years to finish. 


It must have been very difficult, especially 


during the depression. 
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Yes. 2 Was -wery <tr icwult.: Bub tanks” to 
everyone, we always stayed with father while 
he had the hotel, and I could do house work. 
Even during the depression, you were able to 
run the hotel? 

Yes, they did. Even though the price was 
cheap, it was better than going to work. 

ie that “so?  Andiatfter that, ‘you: came,cto 
Sacramento? 

After that, he graduated from Loyola, and 
interned one year at St. Joseph. He returned 
to Los Angeles. He had some relatives in 
Sacramento. There were relatives and it 
would be better to open his practice where he 


knew people from his home prefecture--Aichi- 


ken--so he decided to open his practice in 


Sacramento. That is why we moved to 
Sacramento. 

Oh! Was that before you came to Florin? 
Were you in Sacramento very long? 

No, we were always in Florin. We moved to 
Florin. With help from father’s brothers 
[INAUDIBLE] The neighbor was Mr. Sasaki-- 
Reverend Sasaki. 


It was the time of Sasaki-sensei? 


LITO 
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Yes, it was the time of Sasaki-sensei that he 
came to Florin. Florin needed and wanted a 
doctor, and they asked, “How about coming?” 
We were a big family with mother and father, 
too. We needed a big house but since we did 
not have citizenship we could not buy a 
house, Dr. ITO stated. 

You could not even buy a house? 

No, we could not buy a house or land. House 
comes with the land but we were unable to 
purchase it. 

Then how did you manage to purchase it? 

We used a relative’s name to buy it. 

Oh, I see. We watched while they were 
building that house. 

Leethat.-207r 

We were going to Japanese school at that 
time. We watched while they dug the 
basement. It rained; the (elm?) fell. There 
were many stories told. Yes, we watched that 
house going up. There was an Edgar Camp 
family there. It was during the depression 


and they lost everything. 


After we moved in, we were shocked. The 
kitchen was unfinished. Only the sink was 
there, nothing else. No cabinet. There was 


absolutely nothing else. 
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Gee, I guess they ran. out of money. The 
people were living there so I thought it was 
finished. 

Only the sink was there. 

Oh, 18 thatso? Then,,did you borrow money 
from the bank or elsewhere? 

Yes, we got a loan. 

Ohyves, 1 see. It Has certainly, changed.) It 
was during the depression. The kitchen was 
unfinished. 

Theré was no cabinet or anything: © Just the 
sink was there and it had a support. That 
Wot Sit se 

Then you were inconvenienced greatly until 
they finished the job. 

It was shortly after we moved in. The 
following year we were evacuated. 
le Chae (rigue? 

There was no time to do anything. We came in 
July, and the following year, we had to 
leave. 

July 1941, and in May 1942 we had to 
evacuate. Gee, was that the way it was? 
[INAUDIBLE] 

Gee. Dr. ITO helped others a lot even before 


he went into camp. 


Yes, he did. It was a very serious time. 
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Yes, he was very thoughtful and gave 
Vaccinations and,other things... Bute Tr-did 
not know that the kitchen had not been 
completed. We used to use the back entrance 
to the office whenever we got our shots. You 
must have been greatly inconvenienced during 
that time. 

Then the family of six--where did you go? 

We were sent to Marysville. 

From Marysville to Tule Lake? 

Leo% 

Did you stay in Tule Lake during the whole 
time? 

No, not so. We were not in Tule Lake very 
long. We were at the Arboga Assembly Center 
inMaryeville., «Then from ‘Tule Lakes the 
following year, by order, we were sent to 
Minidoka. 

Oh, yah? 

We had no choice. 

By saying you were not in Tule Lake very 
long, approximately how many weeks would you 
Say you were in Tule Lake? 

I think we were there about six months. 

Yes, we heard. Unfortunately, some families 


were sent to camps that had a shortage of 


doctors. 
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We had requested to go to Topaz because my 
Sister and brother were already there. But, 
that was not possible. 

Where was Minidoka? 

Idaho. 

Was Dr. ITO the only doctor in Minidoka? 
Were there any other doctors there? 

Dr. Akamatsu. 

Oh. Dr. Akamatsu. 

And also Dr. Shiagyu who had been working in 
Seattle. 

Then did you stay in Minidoka the balance of 
the time? 

My tather and. ecavyed’ unsere. “Buc, Des ITO 
said we could have problems when we returned 
home so he left camp and went outside. 

Where did he go? 

Cedar Rapids. 

What kind of work did he find? 

Work in a hospital. 

Oh, he was able to find work in a hospital? 
He said with a wage of $19.00 per month, we 
would have a very difficult time once we 
returned home. 


So true 


My father and I remained. 
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Yes, during that time, many families were 
separated. 
Yes, that was so true. 


It was a very distressful time for everyone. 


What kind of experience did you have in camp? 


Were there anything unpleasant or 
disagreeable that occurred? 

Yes, there were. But; unfortunately, it 
could not be helped. 

You thought it couldn’t be helped? 

Yes Len i ehat: paght? You could nob collect 
anyway. That is why I worked at the 
hospital. 

is that so? 

I worked at the mess hall. 

Then you worked at the mess hall as a 
waitress? 

I worked at the hospital mess hall as a 
dietitian for the diabetic patients. I was 
paid $19.00. [LAUGHTER] 

You were paid $19.00? 

Was it $16.00? Yes, I guess I was paid 
$265.00," Dr2 £TO.was maid i.siS.0v. 

Yes, the top monthly wage was $19.00. 

Yes, that is correct. I received $16.00 per 
month. I had to buy ice cream for Elaine and 


I was able to do that. 
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Yes, my mother and even my obasan 
grandmother--children's grandma Tsukamoto-- 
and many others cleaned bathrooms and other 
things and received $12.00 per month so they 
could buy Ehings for their grandchildren. 
Yes, that was the way it was. If they didn’t 
do anything at all, it would have been such a 
waste of time. 

Yes, yes. Fortunately, no one became ill. 
No, no one became sick. 

In spite of all the bad experiences, there 
were some good things? 

The children seemed to have a good time. 

Yes, that is so true. Even Tommy Kushi says 
that he remembers all the good times and 
happy times such as going to dances. 

Yes, yes, because they were so young. 

The parents were so worried, but it couldn’t 
be helped because they were children. It was 
good that they were happy and carefree. 

Yes, that is so true--poor things. 

Lester loved going to the movies on the 
mountain top. Later when they came out of 
camp, they went inside a building to see 


movies, and he would say, “Movies! You have 


to govinside to see it?** He didn’t 
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understand. He was so used to carrying a 
chair and going to the mountain top. 

Yes. Really. The grown-ups were so worried. 
That was the way it had to be. The children 


were so innocent. Even though the grown-ups 


worried, it really didn’t help matters any. 


Since you love flowers, did you make flowers 
and other things? 

No, I did not... Bieaine was Srill: so small: 
What kind of hobby did you have in camp? Do 
you have any thing your mother made? 

We did seashell craft work at Tule Lake. 
Yes, yes. That’s right. We worked with 
seashells. Do you have any samples? 

Yes, I do have some. 

There were some beautiful things. Did you 
find anything like that (seashells) in 
Minidoka? 

No, there was nothing like it. 

Can you think of something that made you 
especially happy and joyous, or anything that 
made you very unhappy? 

I am an easy-going, happy-go-lucky person so 
nothing bothered me. [CHUCKLES] 

That was to your advantage, although you did 


endure many hardships. At the time you 


LTO: 


TSUKAMOTO : 


i ih bs 


TSUKAMOTO : 


ed is 


TSUKAMOTO : 


eas 


TSUKAMOTO : 


ae he 


TSUKAMOTO : 


1) 


TSUKAMOTO : 


fii, 


TSUKAMOTO : 


LTO? 


20 


returned home, was there anyone at your 
house? 

Yes, the Methodist Church looked after our 
property and the house, and the house was 
still occupied by a social welfare person. 
Someone was still living there? 

Yes, Chats rioghe : 

A social welfare person from Sacramento? 
Yes, it seemed that way. He said he had to 
go to Seattle in November. He was being 
transferred at that time, and requested that 
he be allowed to stay until then. 

Then, if your house was still occupied and 
you could not move in, where did you go? 

We stayed at the Methodist Church hall. 

You stayed at the “Hall?” 

It was very cold! 

Oh, my! A very small place. It must have 
been worse than in camp. 

Unfortunately, there was nothing else 
available. 

It must have been very difficult. 

There were so many of us. 

Oh, then you could not leave until November? 
When did you come back to your house? 


We were at the Methodist Church for 


approximately eight to ten months. 


TSUKAMOTO : 


LTO: 


TSUKAMOTO : 


Mel bs © 


TSUKAMOTO : 


LYOs 


TSUKAMOTO : 


EL 


TSUKAMOTO : 


iek es. 


21 


Ten months? 

Our house was not vacated. Everyone else 
left for other places. It was a cold house 
and it rained a lot; and the roof leaked. 
About how many people were at the “Hall?” 
There were many. Our family was on the 
Stage. There must have been about ten 
families there. 

When we were at home and came to church, we 
Saw and knew, but we didn’t know the details. 
It must have been a very bitter experience. 
How did you manage to do the cooking? 
Somehow, we managed to do the cooking. 

It must have been very difficult. Also, 
there weren’t sufficient number of restrooms 
So you must have been greatly inconvenienced 
and suffered as a consequence. 

Yes, that da*right. Jt was the old-faghioned 
Co1lét like that found .in*old @apan;: The 
bath was good. Even though the weather was 
cold, it was the Japanese style bath tub so 
every morning father and I and Kenneth would 
go gather wood. There were wood scraps on 
the other side of the railroad. 


So everyone went into that bath? 


Yes, that is correct. 
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It was worse than in camp. Honestly! At 
least there were sufficient restrooms in 
camp. Many people do not realize the 
hardships we endured during that time because 
everyone each went their separate ways. They 
don’t know the details. 

Yes, and some of those people were able to 
return to their own homes. 

What did you use for cooking? 

Kerosene oil. 

There was a Japanese school in the back. 
There were several families there, too. 

Yes, but that was much later. The people who 
went there were fortunate. At least they had 
some privacy. People do have to suffer. 

lt. was that bong--you could not go back to 
your own house until November? Then Dr. ITO 
opened his practice right away and commuted 
to Sacramento? 

After that a relative ran a hotel so he 
opened an office there. Bread and butter was 
Gitricuit then. DOr. TO wasenor good .at 
making money. [CHUCKLES] 

Dr. .ITO wae a good doctor: so he-had. the 
medical skills, so he was lucky, but even 


then it was not easy. Was it on P Street? 


There was an office upstairs. 


LTO: That was later. 


TSUKAMOTO : Oh, later. 


LITO: In the beginning, he was located on Fourth 


Street at the Grand Hotel which a relative 


was running. 


TSUKAMOTO : On »,Grand Hotel .| | .Atter that. an Sacramento, 


the people moved back and established the 


Japan Town. It. was a very’ difficult. time. 


People, have to ‘suffer or. they,don’t 


appreciate the good times. 


TSUKAMOTO : That's itl That te the ,greatness of ‘the 


Japanese people. Even though people have to 


suffer, they expect it, and” are prepared for 


it. They do not resent or begrudge their 


lot. That is the greatness of the Japanese 


people. 


They have the gaman--the patience, 


Perseverance, selt-cControl,, and endurance: to 


OVicccCene, 


TSUKAMOTO : Yes, able to gaman. Is there anything you 


would like to leave the children, something 


that was lucky or especially joyful. There 


must be something. 


The happiest time for the children was while 


Ciey “were “going te echool. " Things ware 


better by the time they were grown. We had 


returned to our house. 
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Elaine and Kenneth both studied hard at 

school . 

How is Marielle? 

Marielle is now Vice-Principle at Leimbach 

School. It is located west of Methodist 

Hospital--Leimbach Elementary School. 

It is good that she has returned here. 

Yes, 2.0. 23 wood! [CHUCKLES] It is real nice. 

It is good that she returned here. We are 

getting old. It would be better for her to 

return, so she did. If we are separated, we 

do not have to worry. When they commuted on 

weekends, it took about a three-hour drive, 

so we always worried. That is not good. 
Let’s see, how many grandchildren do you 


have? 


We have two grandchildren. A boy anda girl. 


What are their ages? 

Thirteen and fifteen. The boy is fifteen. 
What is his name? 

John. The girl is Suzanne. 

Suzanne. What is Ken doing? 

He is working in a lab. 

What kind of lab? 

Dental technician. 
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That child is not very talkative’ so that is 
good. 

How about Kenneth’s wife? 

Midori. 

MiGori? 

Hoshiko-san’s daughter. 

Poshiko;) Oh?) Hoshiko that was here at.-South 
Tanoshimikai? 

Father and Mother were here. 

Oh, that couple’s daughter. They are both 
good in singing. 

Who? 

Hoshiko-san. 

Mister? 

is at ditterent? 

Oh, thHat.is the brother. 

Oh, the brother. 

The older brother. The one who sings karaoke 
is the youngest brother. 

Oh, the youngest brother. Oh, I see. 

The two of them are both good. 

mee): Yee. | Thats mice. (/THaAS Le,cood.’ Ard 
what about Elaine? She was in San Francisco 
doing business wasn’t she? 

Yes, at a place called “Coffee Bin,” but she 
Cutty ha. 


That’s nice. 
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She wanted to try that. 

You have to try everything. 

She’s a homemaker so we suggested she try 
something else. Start another business. 
What did she major in? 

Now, what was it? Oh, Home Economics. 

Home Economics. That was her major. Which 
school did Elaine attend? Was it Cal? 
University of California. 

They want to try everything. 

Yes, that’s right. She doesn’t know anything 
about business skill; but still; she liked 
ie, 

I bet she learned a lot. 

i tChimk 0. 

That’s good! [CHUCKLES] 

Yes, you do have to admire the third 
generation. 

Is she still in San Francisco? 

Yes, she lives there. 

You say she quit that, so what is she doing 
now? 

Right now, she is not doing anything. 

Oh, really? 


Just taking a rest, I think. My son’s wife, 


Midori, is teaching: 


el 


TSUKAMOTO : Oh ~ really? AG. echool? A public school itn 
Sacramento? 

ti ie F- Ten. 

TSUKAMOTO : io wonder 2f Iemet her.) Midord ito. . The tianie 
sounds familiar--a school teacher. lLet’s 


see, anything else--what you experienced? 
After you came back from the war, sent the 
chiidren. ta schooly “ad ‘you go tc..Japan: or 


travel to any place? 


zTOs Yes, we did. 

TSUKAMOTO : You did return to Japan, didn’t: you? 

ETC" The whole family went in 1968. 

TSUKAMOTO : Your whole family? That is very unusual for 


the whole family to go together. 
LO: No, not too many families. 
TSUKAMOTO : How wonderful! I heard you worked a lot at 


the women’s association (Fujin-kai). 


LTO: Yes, at the Florin Buddhist Church Women’s 
Association. 

TSUKAMOTO : After the children were grown. 

BIO: My group was the first one to start the 


church bazaar in. Florin : 

TSUKAMOTO : 2ne Budghist Church-qroup.. Did. they start. at 
at that time? 

LTO: Yes, we did. It was very hard. Out -oroup 


was the first. 


TSUKAMOTO: Was it combined obon and bazaar? 
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Yes, at that time it was obon bazaar. 


At the present time, it is a giant 
undertaking. 

That is the source of big income for the 
Chugoly 

Yes, there is so much work to have that 
income for the benefit of the church. What 
year was that? Can you recall? 

I tink: 2b awas4i1o70 “or *is7oe 

On, yea? (fern 2970 sorv 19722 DS wou. warer 
to talk a little bit about the children and 
[what] the family did in Japan when you all 
went together--what you saw and did? 

With the children? 

The time the whole family went to Japan. 

We went in 1968. 

In 1968, the impression the children had at 
that time, and what made you happy. Is there 
something? You met your family, did you not? 
Were there any members who were still alive? 
Yes, they were alive. Elaine is the only one 
who met them. Kenneth went with Midori to 
Kumamoto immediately after landing to meet 
her grandparents. The rest of us stayed in 


Nagoya. 


Oh, I see. 
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That is why we were separated and Kenneth did 
not meet our side of the relatives. Elaine 
was with us throughout the trip. 

Midori-san was already married so she wanted 


Kenneth to meet her family? 


Yes, that was the way it was. They were in 
Kumamoto. 

In Kumamoto. But, that was great! 

Yes, it was. Our whole family went together. 


You. really did ‘aiqood. thing... How’ lucky! 
Lots of people could not do something like 
that due to lack of money. Just impossible. 
Then Elaine, Kenneth, and Midori went on to 
Hong Kong. 

Where from Japan did they proceed to Hong 
Kong? 

It was very inexpensive at that time. 

Oh, yes, yes. 

I could not go with them because Dr. ITO 
could only close his office for one month, 
and we had taken out a joimt passport. I£ I 
had a separate passport, I could have gone 
with the children. We did not know that 
because the children had not explained that 
to us. But on the other hand, if I had left 


Dr. ITO by himself, he would have been lost. 


On; really. ~ Ie that. sor 


Elaine liked it so.much she’ stayed for one 


year in Japan. 


TSUKAMOTO : Oh, yes? Oh, that was really good. Where 


did she stay? With your family? 


She stayed with my cousin’s family 


Yokohama. Her passport expired so 


to renew it. 


[End Tape 1, Side AJ] 
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TSUKAMOTO : Then in Florin you helped at the Buddhist 


Church Women’s Association, and your husband, 


Dr. ITO, also helped a lot at the church. 


The two of you did real well. You worked for 


the Sacramento Methodist Church, Florin 


Buddhist Church, and the Woman’s Association. 


Your garden was always very beautiful. 


ig an Yes, it really was! He loved working in the 


yard every day. On Sundays, he happily spent 


the day working as a farmer ‘for his health. 


TSUKAMOTO : Did he also have a large vegetable garden? 


EEO:: Yes, he did. Many varieties. 


TSUKAMOTO: Garden and flowers. The flowers were so 


beautiful! Did you work in the garden with 


him? 


LTO: Yes iy da. 


TSUKAMOTO : You had a large dog, didn’t you? 
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Yes, we did. [CHUCKLES] 

What did you do with him? 

He was with us for fourteen years. 
What kind of dog was he? 


Airedale. 


Oh, an Airedale--fourteen years. He truly 


was a big dog. We really admired you folks. 
For your health you did exercise. Dr. ITO 
loved fishing. 

He said fishing was for his mental rest. 
Mental relaxation, yes. How long did Dr. ITO 
continue his practice? 

Let me sees Up to 1975. orrig/6-<38 years, 

I retired in 1976 from teaching school. 
is<Chnat sor 

He worked until that time? During all that 
period he commuted all the way to Sacramento, 
and worked for the benefit of all the people. 
We do owe hima lot. You both really helped 
a Jom at nome; too. 

In the country, the work is hard, so he 
helped them at night. 

¥ou really Nada Hard tame tao. You hed to 
answer the door, and etc. [CHUCKLES] 

Okay is there anything else you would like to 


teli ‘us about? 
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No, there isn’t anything special I would like 
to taik about, [CHUCKLES] [LAUGHTER] 


I think we have said it all. 


You know the property you had, the only one 


you donated to the Florin Buddhist Church. 
That was very generous of you. 

Dr. LITO. réally wanted to buiidvan old 
people’s home. 

Oh! 

Like the one’s they have now, a convalescent 
home. That is what he wanted to build. A 
nursing home? 

Oh! That is what his dream was, in the rear. 
Oh; “Le vCnat races ? 

The people are gradually getting older so 
someplace he wanted to do something like 
that. But, he was expecting to donate the 
land. He talked to the Sacramento people 
like Henry Taketa. .. . Sacramento people 
did not contribute any money. I guess they 
did not think of the future because they were 
so young, [CHUCKLES] but they do have to do 
things while they are young. 

Yes. 

The Florin Buddhist Church is in the country, 


but even if they built one in Florin the 
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location is not bad. He was hoping for a 
convalescent home. 

All that property--the land had space enough 
for a splendid nursing home if they had gone 
through with: the. plans? But} it still’ turned 
out quite well because they were able to 


build a beautiful building for the Buddhist 


Church. 
Yes, that ge°right. There is sno vacant land 
around that area. Limited space 


You really did a good thing for the benefit 
of Che ‘Buddhist Cauren, 

We are glad everyone is happy. 

ves: 

He was a physician who was always poor, but 
he did leave something. 

He worked so hard! If he could do something 
like that, you cannot say that he was poor. 
He always used to say you can’t take the 
money with you when you die. There were 
people who wanted to buy the property, but 
they only wanted certain parts of it. 

Oh, really? 

They wanted only the corner, but did not want 
the middle. We could not allow that because 


there would not be any good parts left. It 


was too troublesome, and the Buddhist Church 
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wanted to build a new building so we decided 
it would be best to just donate the land. 
For sure! For the benefit of many, you made 
it possible for them to build that splendid 
ecrurch. 


It was gradually beginning to become 


necessary. The young people were coming of 
age to have weddings. They needed a nice 
emuren . 


How lucky! You folks had a very fortunate, 
happy life. You generously donated so much 
and [to] the Japanese community in general. 
At the present time, the Florin Japanese 
American Citizens League is using the church 
Facilities for their various functions 
because there is no other place available. 
Yes, it is a convenient place. There is also 
adequate parking. 

Weare all’ very qrateful. That was very “kind 
and generous of you. Is there anything else 
you would like to say? 

No, there is not. [CHUCKLES] 

Perhaps sometime later, you could talk 


privately into a tape recorder to Elaine. 


Yes, yes. -thank you. 
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Because, you see, when you pass on, the 
children and grandchildren cam stili- hear all 
abouc it. 

That is so true. 

The thoughts you had, the things that made 
you happy, and etc. 

Yes, so true. 

If they know those things about what their 
parents and grandparents went through, they 
will appreciate and be grateful for all the 
blessings they are now able to enjoy. If 
they know and understand that, the individual 
will be strengthened by that knowledge. 

Thank You! 

We will end the interview with this 
today. Wasn’t it good that we continued 
untal today? 

Today is May 31, 1989 
Thank you! That. was a lot. of work: fer you. 
lf) can, LL, would dike t6 interview each 
person, such as Mrs. Wakita. I have already 
talked to her. Also, I have already met with 


Mrs. Baishiki and some other older Niseis. 


Side B] 


Mrs. ITO: Passed away in 1992 


